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The Sixtieth Anniversary of the Foundation of the United Nations Organisation
Excellences
Professor Christos Schizas
Ladies and Gentlemen
The sixtieth anniversary of the founding of the United Nations Organisation offers an opportunity to affirm the universal values enshrined in the UN Charter particularly those of human dignity and human rights, freedom form wants, fear and war.
Global problems, especially armed conflicts and humanitarian crises around the world, underscore the importance of the key tasks facing the UN: maintenance of international peace and security, fostering of friendly relations between states, building of socio-economic development, promotion of respect for human rights and fundamental values.  The UN Organization remains the only universal forum for dialogue between representatives of different nations and cultures.  It is a venue for discussions between industrialized and developing countries.  It bears a special responsibility for world security.  It is also a centre of analyses on economic and social development.
The Organisation has avoided the fate of its predecessor – the League of Nations and remains the pillar of international order.  However, in the face of new threats and challenges, it needs to embark on a path of reforms.
In the contemporary world, the overwhelming majority of conflicts are intrastate wars – not between states but within them.  There have appeared new non-state actors whose activity is slipping out of control.  The international community thus faces the problem of how to respond in situations when members of the United Nations Organisation are unwilling or unable to meet their own commitments made under the UN Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, as well as many other treaties and agreements.
The strengthening of the role of the UN is not only, and not primarily, a problem of institutional capacity of weakness.  We remain convinced that the solution should not be mainly sought in creating new structures, institutions and offices, in devoting more resources, or deploying new field missions.  The fundamental problem consists in defining and redefining the principles undertaking collective actions in the new international environment, principles that have to be tailored to the new threats, challenges and expectations.
The principles in need of redefining prominently include the principle of sovereignty, which should also embrace the concept of responsibility, the principle of non-intervention, taking on a whole new meaning in the face of humanitarian intervention exigencies; the principle of international solidarity; the principle of democracy; and the principle of subsidiarity, which must take into account the growing role of regional organizations and their collaboration with the UN.
Dear Friends,
To mark the sixtieth anniversary of the foundation of the United Nations Organisation last year the Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs announced a poster competition.  In upholding this anniversary we wanted to reach all spheres of public opinion with the assertion that the role of the United Nations Organisation remains undeniable and indispensable in transforming the greatest humanistic values into a peaceful and safe reality, which guarantees that human rights are respected and individual regions and states can develop freely.
We remain extremely pleased that outstanding Polish artists, under the aegis of the state, participated in this creative project for the UN.  It has become apparent that not only does the idea of the UN still have currency but it also has considerable vatality, since almost fifty artists submitted their interpretations prompted by the one subject: We the Peoples of the United Nations.  Artists have the fingers on the world’s pulse and the posters, as we can see, can skilfully capture the most important subject in a simple form.
The works that have been produced as a result of our initiative have proved yet again that meaningful ideas, community dreams and aesthetic considerations, can all coexist on a poster in ideal harmony.  It’s easy to see that the message of this exhibition is not about documenting the past, but about moving into the future with a shared concern for the world community.
